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1.58 Anecdote of Mrs. Siddons. [Jan. 

they would have been no legs pleased to have recovered 
the two thousand five hundred Classical MSS they had 
lost, yet they are not disposed to complain. 
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Anecdote of Mrs. Siddons, from Holcroft's Memoirs. 

The company of which old Mr. Kemble was the mana- 
ger, was more respectable than many other companies of 
strolling players ; but it was not in so flourishing a condition 
as to place the manager beyond the reach of the immediate 
smiles or frowns of fortune ; of this, the following anecdote 
may be cited as an instance. 

A benefit had been fixed for some of the family, in which 
Miss Kemble, then a little girl, was to come forward in 
some part, as a juvenile prodigy. The taste of the audi- 
ence was not, it seems, so accommodating, as in the present 
day, and the extreme youth of the performer, disposed 
the gallery to noise and uproar, instead of admiration. 
Their turbulent dissatisfaction quite disconcerted the child, 
an4 she was returning bashfully from the stage, when her 
mother, who was a woman of a high spirit, and alarmed 
for the success of her little actress, came forward, and 
leading the child to the front of the house, made hev repeat 
the fable of the boys and the frogs, which entirely turned 
the tide of popular opinion in her favour. What must have 
been the feelings of the same mother, when this child (af- 
terwards Mrs. Siddons,) became the admiration of the 
whole kingdom, the first seeing of whom was an event 
in every persons life, never to be forgotten ! 

Mrs. Siddons made her first appearance on the London 
stage, about the year IT 78. 
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[Among the small number of native South-Americans, 
who have been able to surmount the combined obstacles of 



